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REMARKS 



riaimReiecti r ™ pliant of 35 U.S.C 31Q3(a ) 

Claims 1,3-14, 16-17 and 19-20 were rejected by The Examiner* the Office Action 
of August 12, 2003 as being unpatentable for obviousness over Lotvin et al ( U.S. Patent No. 5, 
907 831 hereafter^orvm'-)mviewofJerJ^etal(UnitedStatesPatentNo. 6,293, 801, 
hereafter "Jenkins"). In light of the amendments above and for the reasons set forth below, 

Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 



Summary of Claimed Tnvention 



The claimed invention provides a mechanism for the granting of professional continuing 
education credits in exchange for review of educational content without resomng to 
conventional testing requirements. Educational data is segmented into educational units fonmng 
substantially complete content and presents it as a series of self-contained topics a user. The 
user must log in to begin review and log out upon completion. The time period between logm 
and logout is recorded. A minimum and maximum time parameter in which a user ts to rev>ew 
the content in exchange for continuing educational credits is provided. The parameters combine 
with the smaller topics to require the user to actually be present at a remote terminal in order to 
compile substantial continuing educational credits. The minimum time parameter prevents a 
user from logging in and then immediately logging out in order to gain credit. The maxumun 
time parameter prevents a user from logging in and wandering off to do something else when the 
user is supposed to be reviewing the content since exceeding the time parameter disqualifies the 
user from gaining continuing education credits. Conventionally a test from the continuing 
education authority or on its behalf had been required in order to ensure review of the material. 

r ~ CT t ^nv^ti rr , i«*u the need for fl T^t on the e^rflrional cgnjem by requiring 
applicants review the data in smaller segments that satisfy the time parameters. 

The present invention additionally allows the tying of advertisement units to the 
educational units. Since the typical user will require multiple educational units in order to amass 
sufficient continuing education credit, the advertisers are provided with multiple opportunities to 
present advertisements to the users. The advertisements may be sequential or thematic to take 
advantage of the captive audience over a certain time period. 
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g 11TTr »«7 »f f laim Amendments 

„^ Cain* i, 7 and .4 have been -ended • todies *. the edoc^na! credit 

. QTW1 eT^ does not require user responses to the 

between the minimum and maximum wne parameters does not require 

content 

lemn discusses an educational sysnsn whereby parents arran* > with *W P-W 
pronto to provide children with access to education* »nd cultural mfennanon .The 

^Uuon^umtt^paramcKr 

Z7,he norwards are funded by entities (parenls/comoatues, etc.) abated w«b «* 
^loZployee, etc, reviewing .he— No tnendon is u»deof grannus — 
education credit in exchange fiw the content review. 

Summary of .i ffnViifS et al 

Jenkins discusses a system for performing computer-implemented training exercises. 
^ exercises are used to present stimuli to a user and receive the user's responses to the sttmaU. 
The types of stimuli are selected to challenge and improve the cognitive ability of a user. Users 
„e rewarded for correct responses with reward animations shown on a computer display which 
include persistent plots and characters. The training exercises are subject to a mammum and 
maximum time duration in ^^T*aa~»*MM*v*i»*cmtov™ 

The claimed invention is designed to allow the conferral of continuing education 
credit to a user for taking part in remote distance learning. A central aspect of the claamed 
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application, wherein it states: 

The time parameter, and educational ^f^^^^tS prevents 

testing requirement [emphasis added]. 



Neither Lotvin or Jentos discusses hes»>wing eaucational credit from « profe^oml 

l*tv» the educations, ore*. 

*. content prior to conferring educations, credit The E »mmer has admit*, tua, ^ 
notinCude the mtaimumun.eparame.er dement 

invention nor the negative limitation of no. including an examination »he» vtewmg the 
educations. contentlSeepageaofOfficeActionofAugust .2,2003, 

attempted to suppV, *e missing Umitanon, b y citing Jenkins. For me reasons tnscussed nelow, 
the reliance on Jenldns is misplaced- 

Jenkins not only does not supply the limitations of the independent claims that are 
missing in Lotvin,but instead teaches awayfrom the lin ntarior.. As bussed m Applets 
detail* description, th* claimed mvenu^ 

nunimum and maximum time parameters in order to receive continuing educational credit fiom 
a professional accrediting authority That doe, not require ,hf framing"* of fre user. P ut 
another way, the user is not required to respond based on the educational content being viewed 
in order to gain continuing education credit. The system of Jenkins requires user responses 
based upon the content being viewed. The user is examined based upon the content and may 
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allowance. 



Claim !8 was reiectedbythcExanuner in the Office Action of August 12. aOOSasbeing 
patentable for obviousness over Lotvin et al in v>ew of Jenkins et al in further view of 

„ = K y . 11?fuq hereafter "Sonnenfeld"). Sonnenfeld was 
Sorraenfield C( United States Patent No. 6, 112,049, nereatter aonn 

aoc, « however fcte. M « -M« *• *- »«— * edUranOMl C< '' ,B,,, 

ItaMM of d. ind«p«d«,. cfcun, Acc-KUng*. smce me combiBaoon <rf referee tt. . 



in condition for allowance. 



fa view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is 

• • ~Aiti nn fnr allowance Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully 

believed to be in immediate condition tor allowance. yj. 

requested to pass this application to issue. 
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Auolicant believes a three xnonth extension fee in the amount of $475. 00 is due in 

SCW-003 from which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 

, „ ^ -,no4 Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: February 12,2004 [\J? ^ &<^~^<~ 



John g/Cuiran 
Registration No. : 50,445 
LAHIVE & COCKFIELD. LU» 
28 State Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02109 
(617) 227-7400 
(617) 742^214 (Fax) 
Attorney/Agent For Applicant 
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